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To  The  Mayor,  Aldermer*  &  Comcillors, 
Shaftesbiiry  Borough  Coimcil. 


Madam  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957o 

I  regret  that,  ovsdng  to  the  poliomyelitis  •»raocinatian  drive  during 
the  currant  year,  it  has  not  been  possible  for  me  to  present  this  report 
to  you  at  an  earlier  date  in  accordance  wiih  my  usual  custonio 

Hxe  r^ort  is  pr^ai'ed  and  will  be  circxilated  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations  1935 
and  1951  o 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  Borough  has  remained 
satisfactory.  There  was  no  mdue  incidence  of  infectious  diseasso  The 
vital  statistics  coixpars  favotirably  with  those  for  the  Countpyas  a  \idiole. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  your  plans  for  providing  more  housing 
accommodation  in  the  Sto  James  district  had  again  to  be  postponed  as  a 
resiilt  of  the  Government's  monetary  policy,  but  as  there  now  appears  to  be 
no  further  grounds  for  fxarthar  delay  it  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be 
proceeded  witho 

I  am  indebted  to  Teasdale,  your  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  , 
co-operation  and  help  during  the  year  and  for  his  assistance  in  preparing 
this  report,  and  to  my  clerk,  MrSo  Po  for  her  efficiait  services. 

I  would  also  like  to  tharik  you.  Madam  and  Gentlemen,  for  your  courtesy 
and  consideration  throughout  the  yearo 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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SHAFTESBURY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


A.  Area  ■=  1,078  acres. 

Rateable  values  1958  •=>  £39$,39^o 
Production  of  a  penny  rates  1957/58  •=  £156 

1958/59  “  £154  (estimate) 


Vital  Statistics, 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate)  =  3s 430. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Conparative  Rates 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

27 

20  )  Rate  per 

Legitimate 

27 

20  )  residesit 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil)  a  13.7 

(a)  Shaftesbxary  Boroxagh  (b)  England 

&  Wales. 


1,000 

pops 


14o2 


1 6. 1 


SrniiBIRTHS. 

Total  2  “>  Rate  per  1,000 

live  «&  stillbirths 

=  40,0  40.0  22.4 


DEATHS. 

Total  20  23  Rate  per  1,000 

residaat  pops 

=  12.5  11»9  11o5 


Deaths  in 
infants  xander 
one  year  1 


Infantile  death 
rate  per  1,000 
Nil  live  births 
=  21.3 


21,3 


24.8 


1956. 

1955. 

Deaths 

from 

Maternal  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

tt 

It 

Tuberculo  si s 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

M 

It 

Cancer  of  the  Lxings 

3 

1 

1 

2 

It 

« 

Other  Cancer 

8 

ff 

tf 

Coronary  Di5ease(Angiria 

)  7 

8 

8 

4 

n 

tt 

Other  Heart  or  Vascular 

disease 

15 

n 

tt 

Iisflueaiisa 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

n 

tt 

Pnexjmonia 

2 

2 

7 

3 

It 

tt 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

n 

tt 

All  other  accidents 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

It 

tt 

Suicide 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

_  1 


B,  Nature  of  the  Districto 


Shaftesbury  is  an  ancient  Borough  mth  strong  historical  connectionSo 
It  is  a  market  town  supplying  the  requirements  of  the  farming  community  in 
the  siorrounding  districts„  Its  principal  industries  and  trades  include 
glove  making  and  the  cmtral  depot  for  the  Southern  Electricity  Board  and 
Post  Office  Engineers  is  stationed  therco  A  Gk)vernment  Radio  Station  is 
also  within  its  boundaries., 

The  closing  of  the  American  Air  Force  Transit  Camp  during  ihe  year 
created  sane  increase  in  local  unenploymento 

IXuring  the  year  an  excellently  constructed  new  cattle  narket  was 
erected  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  to  replace  the  old  centrally 
placed  oneo  It  is  hoped,  and  anticipated,  that  this  improvement  will 
add  to  the  proi^erity  of  the  Borough  as  a  local  narket  towno 


C*  Personal  Health  Services  in  the  Districto 

The  po'scnal  health  services  continued  to  b©  provided  by  the  County 
Council  and  hive  proved  satisfactory  and  no  further  comment  is  considered 
necessary  in  connection  with  theiiio 

The  ambulance  services  are  provided  by  the  Coxaity  Council  using  "the 
Sto  John  Ambulance  Brigade  as  tiieir  agaito  An  efficient  service  has  been 
maintained  during  the  yeaTo 

The  ho^ital  services  are  provided  by  the  Salisbury  and  the  Boxrmanouth 
and  West  Hants  Hospital  Managem^gnt  Committees,  the  local  hospital  being  the 
Westminster  Memorial  Hospital,  having  in»patient  beds,  an  @ut=pati€nt 
d^artment  and  a  maternity  annexeo 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  increasing  demand  on  Health 
Visitors  time  made  by  the  increasing  attention  which  they  have  now  to 
give  to  old  people  has  been  met  by  the  appointm^it  of  an  additional 
Health  Visitor  in.  the  North  Dorset  area  with  a  corresponding  reduction 
in  the  case  load  of  each  Health  Visitor, 


Do  Environmental  Health  Services, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  time)  •=  Noel  Fo  Pearson, 

M,Ra  Ce  So  ,Lo  Ro  CoP o  ,DoP  o  Ho 


He  also  acts  as  Me<iical  Officer  of  Health  to  four  other  Distri,ct 
Councils  in  the  North  Dorset  Area  and  as  Assistant  Cotjnty  Medical  Officer 
to  the  Dorset  County  Council, 


The  time  available  which  he  has  to  devote  to  bis  duties  with  your  Council 
is  something  less  than  one  half  day  per  week,. 


Publi.c  Health  Iiaspec  tor  (Part  time) 


William  Norman  Teasd^e, 
M„R,SoH.  ,MoA,P,H,I„ 
Certificate  of  R,SoHo  & 

SoIoEoJoBo 

Certificate  of  RoS^H,  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods, 


Technical  Assistant  (Part  time) 
ClericaGL  Staff  (Part  time) 


PMlip  Stroud, 

One  shorthand  typist/clerk. 


„  2  o 


mTER  SUPPLY. 


At  the  Barton  Hill  Wells,  the  drop  in  levels,  noticed  towards  the  end 
of  1956,  continued  during  the  year  reaching  their  lowest  level  in  Augusto 
During  the  autumn,  a  slight  ijQ5)rovenient  was  shown,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  no  indications  of  any  marked  recovery.  The  total  annual 
yield  was  40,0179000  gallons,  a  fall  of  .5.9052,000  gallons  over  the  year, 
an  average  of  14,000  gallms  per  day  less  than  in  1956®  This  represents 
approximately  11%  of  the  average  normal  consunption. 

As  a  result  of  this  drop  in  levels,  more  wat«:“  had  to  be  drawn  from 
the  auxiliary  simply  at  Salisbtrry  Road,  a  total  of  499139OOO  gallons, 
and  an  increase  of  4.9O259OOO  gallons  over  the  previous  year.  These 
various  totals  represent  a  fall  of  1,0279000  gallons  in  ccnsuirption  over 
the  year,  due  chiefly  to  weather  conditions  and  an  outbreak  of  Foot  and 
Mouth  disease  in  the  area,  resulting  in  the  tenporary  closing  of  the  Cattle 
Market.  The  average  daily  consunption  over  the  year  fell  to  123,000 
gallons,  which  shows  a  slight  fall  of  3 9 000  gallons  per  day,  and  an 
average  of  36  gallons  per  day  per  head  of  popTrLation. 

QualitYo  An.  increased  number  of  sanples  were  taken  during  the 
year,  thirty  one  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  three  for  chemical 
analysis.  Of  the  thirty  one  bacteriological  sanples  submitted  to  the 
County  Pathologist,  seven  were  from  Barton  Hill  Wells,  eighteen  from 
various  taps  and  standpipes  on  the  public  mains  supply,  five  from  tl^ 
open  air  swimming  bath  and  one  from  a  private  stpply.  All  the  samples 
taken  from  the  wells  ptiblic  mains  and  Swimming  Bath  were  satisfactory, 
but  the  check  sample  taken  from  the  private  supply  was  most  unsatis¬ 
factory.  As  a  result  of  this,  action  was  taken  to  transfer  these 
three  cottages  to  the  public  mains,  and  this  work  has  been  coEpleted. 

The  chemical  sanples  taken  from  the  wells  and  frcaa  th®  mains  dsjiring 
Salisbury  Road  punping  hours  show  an  almost  similar  water  firom  the  wells  and 
the  mains  water  drawn  frcsa  both  sources.  The  Barton  Hill  water  is 
satisfactory,  bright  in  appearance,  moderately  hard  in  character  and  free 
from  any  contamination. 

New  Connections  ecid  Ejctenaions.  During  the  year,  work  was 
cocpleted  on  the  new  4"  main  serving  Great  Isane,  Layton  Lane,  Gold  Hill 
and  St.  James  Street  replacing  an  old  2"  main  which  served  only  part  of 
the  area.  This  new  main  now  provides  an  adequate  quantity  of  water  at 
reascaaable  pressures  for  all  purposes.  Haring  the  course  of  the  Contract, 
the  opportunity  was  also  taken  of  re-laying  all  domestic  services  in  the 
area. 


A  new  3”  branch  main  was  laid  during  the  year  to  serve  a  new  housing 
estate  at  Belmont  Close  and  services  to  the  in^vidaial  plots  ins  tailed 
at  the  same  time  to  avoid  the  opening  rp  of  a  new  road  at  a  later  date. 

As  there  have  been  extotisions  of  the  high  level  mains  to  serve  new 
development  taking  place  now  and  in  ihe  future,  and  particularly  because 
of  the  high  increase  demand  by  the  Cattle  Market,  it  has  beai  found 
necessary  for  preliminary  work  to  be  put  in  hand  to  increase  the  output 
at  Barton  Hill  by  the  inatallatian  of  an  extra  booster  punp. 

At  the  end  cf  tirie  year,  tcouble  developed  in  one  of  the  ■«®11  punps 
and  in  the  control  panel  for  these  punps  and  overhaul  of  the  plant  m«is 
required  in  both  cases.  Because  of  the  age  of  the  installatio®,  it  is 
likely  that  increased  maintenance  and  overhaul  will  be  required  each  year, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  work  cm  the  Stubhanpton  scheme  will  be  conpleted 
soon  so  liiat  a  reliable  standby  will  be  available  in  case  of  breakdown. 

The  necessity  for  this  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  as  the  work  on 
this  scheme  becomes  more  protracted. 

Nerw  Connections  carried  out  during  the  year  were  as  follcwss- 

Domestic  use  _  3 

Agricultural  purposes  _ _ 

Other  purposes  _ _ _  3 


=  3  ” 


Domestic  Stipplyo  ipOyO  houses  (having  an  approadlmate  popiilation  of 
3 9 355 )  serv^  mtii  the  public  si:?)ply  into  the  house,  35  hou^s  (having 

an  appro.Tdmate  population  of  45)  sore  served  by  oiatside  standpipes  onlyo 

Apart  from  the  new  services  installed  (and  sQ-ready  referred  to)  only 
a  few  domestic  si;5)plies  .have  been  installed  and  no  work  has  been  carried 
out  on  the  elimination  of  standby  si^plieso  In  this  connectican  however ^ 
the  declaration  of  two  Clearance  Areas  by  the  Council  has  gone  a  l.ong  way 
to  solving  this  problem-^  as  the  majority  of  houses  in  these  areas  are 
served  by  standpipeSo  Ihe  houses  are  being  gradually  vacated  and  the 
population  estimated  to  be  served  by  standpipe  s\:5)plies  has  been  redxiced 
to  45s>  so  that  it  is  hoped  that  these  supplies  will  .shortly  be  eliminatedo 

Because  of  the  relaying  of  a  wssdber  of  oM  bri.ck  sewers  and  the 
coitinuicg  reports  of  freedom  from  ccffitaminaticai  In  the  Barton  Hill  WellSj, 
the  Coimcil  directed  in  Novemb*^  the  reduction  of  iiie  chlorination  of  the 
water  st;pply  from  a  residual  content  of  0o2  parts  per  millian  to  0o1  partso 
Sxxch  a  reduction  cannot  affect  the  taste,  occasionally  conplained  of  in 
chlorinated  water,  but  does  reduce  the  margin  of  saf e'ty  in  the  case  of 
unlikely  but  possible  accidental  pollutiono 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGEo 

Conditions  at  the  dispoBal  areas  at  Holyrood  Farm  and  Paynes  Place 
Farm  remain  basically  1110  same  as  in  previous  years,  minor  blockages  still 
occurring  on  some  of  the  outfall  branches  at  Holyrood  Fanno  The  .^sfcem 
continues  to  work  reasonably  well  and  not  give  rise  to  oonplaint,  in  ^ite 
of  the  increased  volume  brought  about  the  relaying  of  old  defective 
sewers,  new  develq^ent,  aiid  the  inprovement  of  old  houseso 

The  biggest  nxaisanc©  ari,sing  at  disposal  points  is  occurring  at  the 
more  scattered  and  isolated  area  of  Long  Cross,  wiiere  the  pollution  of 
ditches  by  crude  sewage  has  giv^ai  rise  to  the  consideration  of  inproved 
sewerage  facilities  and  the  ecnstruction  of  disposal  treatment  tankSo 

1956,  the  most  iuportant  improvement  was  the  conpletion  ef  work 
on  the  relaying  of  the  old  brick  sewers  from  Shooters  Lane  to  Barton  Hill 
via  Angel  Lan«o  This  work  ^ve  rise  to  many  problems  and  difficulties 
during  tlie  course  ©f  constructicai  ©wing  to  the  congestion  and  multitude  of 
other  t^iderground  services  in  the  narrow  cc»nfines  of  Shooters  Lane  and  Angel 
Lane®  In  additicm  these  sewers  passed  both  the  Post  Ctf’fice  Telephraae 
Exchange  and  the  Waterworks  whsre  there  was  a  concentration  of  trunk  cables 
and  water  malnso  In  spite  of  these,  the  work  was  conpleted  expeditiously 
^y  August,  the  use  of  flexible  joints  for  the  p:^es  overcoming  th© 
difficulty  of  jointing  in  trenches  where  the  old  sewers  had  to  be  broker 
down  and  the  new  pipes  laido 

A  new  Imgth  of  6”  sewer  was  laid  by  private  developers  in  pitch  fibre 
pipe  to  serve  new  esta.te  devi^cpmait  at  Belmont  Close  together  with  4” 
laterals  to  serve  individual  plctSo 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  o 

Collectiono  Ihe  Council  undertakes  a  weekly  refuse  collectiono 

Disposalo  Disposal  continues  to  be  effected  at  ■&©  Salisbury  R®ad 
tip,  where  a  further  outbreak  of  fire  was  eventually  cm  trolled  by 
cutting  off  the  tipping  face  by  the  use  of  a  hired  excavator  and  ‘bulldozer o 
The  recent  fires  have  reduced  the  height  of  the  tip  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  places,  and,  no  doubt,  when  it  is  certain  that  the  fires  are  out,  the 
period  for  tipping  -will  be  extmdi^.o  Nevertheless,  the  mound  of  refuse 
and  manual  control  ©f  tipping, limited  as  it  is  to  a  short  period  per  week, 
is  likely  to  give  rise  to  cosiplaints  from  various  angles,  particularly  the 
amenities  of  the  district,  fly  control  and  nuisance  from  smells  and  smoke „ 


=*  4  = 


The  Council's  endeavours  to  procure  a  new  site  outside  their  boundaries 
have  met  with  no  success  and  are  not  likely  to  receive  favourable  consider¬ 
ation  from  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  areas  csonceinedo 

Street  Cleansing., 

This  work  is  still  limited  to  the  main  trunk  road  and  certain  other 
main  streets  in  the  to-vsn  with  daily  or  weekly  sweeping  as  the  time  and 
labour  from  other  work  permitSo  The  side  streets  and  lanes  receive 
practically  no  sweeping  apart  from  that  given  during  the  seasonal  weed 
trimming  end  quarter  cleaning„  It  is  not  e3q>ected  that  any  inprovemesit  is 
likely  \mtil  extra  staff  are  engaged  either”  on  a  permanent,  or  casual, 
basis  for  that  purpose o 

RIVERS  iaro  STREAMS  POLLUTION. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  in  this  matter  during  the  past  year,  but 
consideration  must  now  be  given  to  the  Long  Cross  area  already  referred  to 
abovca 

SHPS  ACTo 


The  Borough  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority  for  the  administration 
of  the  Slriops  Act  1950  within  the  Borougho 

Noo  of  inspections  carried  out 
Noo  of  defects  found  ____________ 

No.  of  notices  served  __________ 

No.  of  notices  conplied  with _ 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1957 


No, 

of  premises 

Inspections, 

on 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4-  &  6  are  to  b© 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

register. 

2 

10 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

17 

30 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  Ihe 

Local  Authority  (excluding  out“ 
workers*  premises) 

10 

26 

Written 

NoticeSo 


1 

3 


2 


Total  29 


66  6 


NOo  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  ° 


Found  Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  1  1 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  2  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences  = 

Unsuitable  or  defective  5  2 


Total  -=6  5 


Noo  of  outworkers  =  6? 


SMOKE  ABATEMMTo 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  tiie  yearo 
SWmONG  BATHS, 

There  is  one  public  open  air  bath  in  the  Borough, 

Ovdng  to  the  restriction  of  capital  e:^0aditurec>  the  next  stag®  of  the 
inprovements  in  changing  roosD  facilities  at  the  Barton  Hill  Baths  have  had 
to  be  def  erredo  Increased  use  of  the  bath  ms  brought  about  by  -Sie  booking 

of  all  ^are  day  p<^iods  by  Ihe  American  Childrens  Camp  at  Fonthillo  This 
use  by  fee  Americans  was  only  effected  aft^  several  fei^ections  by  their 
Medical  authorities^  the  result  of  which  ms  tc  give  fee  baths  their 
approvalo  Both  chemical  ar^d  bacteriological  sanples  taken  at  frequent 
intervals  revealed  a  sati^actcary  swimning  bath  water,,  and  these  were 
checked  frequently  by  fee  County  Health  Di^artmenty  acting  in  the  interests 
of  the  school  children  using  fee  bath.  Every  credit  is  due  to  the 
personnel  in  charge  of  the  bafes  for  this  satisfactory  state  of  affadrs. 


MOVEABLE  DY/ELLINGS  AND  CAMPING  SITESo 

Two  licences  for  the  siting  of  individ\ial  caravans  at  Long  Gross  and 
Ihmore  Green^  the  fomer  being  a  seasonal  use  and  the  latter  as  a  tenporary 
measure  to  allow  building  operations  to  proceed  to  inprov©  property  on  the  site® 

VERMINOUS  igiEMISES.  No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  fee  yearo 
PREVENTIdJ  OP  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  194-9, 

The  duties  of  the  Comcil  mder  tise  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Acts  1949  are  carried  out  in  fee  district  by  the  North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent 
Committee  whcsse  activities  oivgr  the  five  districts  in  North  Dac'set  and 
the  BearaiJBter  Rural  ^strict. 

As  in  previous  yearss  the  Rodait  Officer  and  his  operativeSp  have 
continued  to  do  good  work  in  the  control  of  rat  and  mice  Infestations  cn 
domestic  praniseSp  sewers  refuse  tips  and  slaughterhouse  and  no  large 
infestations  have  been  reported.*  The  sewer  caxtrol  is  e^ecially  effective, 
bearing  in  mind  the  easy  neans  of  access  rats  have  to  fee  sewer  from  the 
open  outfalls  at  Holyicod  Farm  and  Paynes  Placeo  With  the  constructicm  of 
new  sewers  and  manholes  where  none  previously  existed,  the  operators  are 
now  able  to  cover  mid  bait  a  gi'eat  area  of  the  sewer^age  system,  and  this 
shoixLd  produce  even  better  results* 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

No  premises  in  fee  Borough  are  registered  or  licensed  laider  this  Act* 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951, 

No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  or  lifsensed  under  this  Act* 


SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SCHOOL  CANTEENS). 


Routine  infection  cf  aH  schools  and  school  cante«ais  with  officers  of 
the  County  Health  D^artment  have  beesi  carried  out*  There  were  no  major 
items  requiring  particuilar  a-ttenti-on,  gradual  improvemeiints  of  eonditions  at 
the  smaller  and  older  schools  o^/er  the  past  years  Ijave  brotight  these  schools 
to  a  standard  beyond  wldch  it  will  be  difficult  to  go  without  major  recan<=> 
structicn  workso  Conditions  at  these  schools  may’  not  be  ideal  in  every 
re^ectp  but  msj,ch  has  beea  done  to  alleviate  the  faults  of  their  initial 
constructicmo 


NATICNAL  ASSISTANCE  AgfS.  i94B  &  1951  °  Section  47* 


No  action  was  csalled  for  imder  these  Acts  during  the  year. 


a=»  ^ 


HOUSING, 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  _ _ 1^105 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  dvtring  the  yesir  >= 

Total  No,  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the  year 
No,  of  inspections  made 

cvilco 

No,  of  informal  notices  served 

^23 

No,  of  informal  notices  conplied  with 

101 

No,  of  statutory  notices  served 

Nil 

No,  of  statutory  notices  complied  with 

Nil 

No,  of  houses  reported  imder  Section  11 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

6 

Action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  in  respect 
of  such  houses  «= 

Demolition  Orders  made 

Nil 

Undertakings  accepted  for  - 


Closure  _ _  Nil 

Reconditioning  2 

Other  action  Nil 

No,  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  during  the  year  3 

Over  crowding , 

No  case  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  found  during  the  year. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

No  houses  in  the  Borough  are  loiown  to  be  let  in  lodgings. 

Requisitioned  Premises, 

One  house  was  held  by  the  Comcil,  under  requisition  at  the  end  of  1iie 

year. 

Rehousing, 

Eighteen  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Housing  Applications, 

Resident  within  the  district  _ _  54. 

Resident  without  the  district  34 

These  figures  are  a  material  increase  on  the  fibres  for  the  previous 
year  which  were  29  and  25  respectively. 

Housing  end  Slum  Clearance, 

No  new  dwellings  were  pro^dded  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  Three 
new  hoijses  were  built  by  private  enterprise.  Six  houses  were  ’’inproved® 
during  the  year  with  iiip.rovero.ent  grants. 

The  year  under  review  was  notable  for  two  events  as  far  as  Housing 
and  Slum  Clearance  is  concerned. 

In  the  first  place  the  Council  took  statutory  action  (the  first  since 
pre“war  years)  in  respect  to  two  sliom  clearance  areas,  in  St,  James  and 
Long  Cross,  In  the  first  instance  a  conpxilsory  piarchase  order  was  made 
in  anticipation  of  the  redevelopment  cf  the  site  for  new  housing  purposes. 
In  the  second  case  a  conpulsory  clearance  order  was  made.  No  confirmation 
of  either  of  these  orders  had  been  given  by  the  Minister  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


The  second  major  event  was  the  postponement  (as  a  result  of  the  increase 
in  loan  charge  interest  rates)  of  ths  proposal  to  build  fdrther  Council  houses 

CO  ^  CO 


in  Sto  James  designed  to  assist  in  the  rehousing  of  persons  displaced  by 
slum  clearance  and  tliose  on  the  general  waiting  listo 

Although, possibly  financially  inevitable  in  a  small  Borough  with 
limited  financial  resources,  this  decision  was  disappointing  after  so 
much  effort  had  been  put  Ihto  getting  the  scheme  under  wayo 

AND  SUPERVISia^  OP  FOOD  SUPELIESo 

ItUko 


There  has  been  no  <±Lange  in  the  organisation  of  milk  ^applies  in  the 
tcwn,  and  milk  saxtpling  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  Officers  of  the 
Ckjunty  Health  D^artment  during  the  course  of  their  other  sanpling  duties^ 
This  mutual  arrangemait  continues  to  work  wello  The  marked  drop  in  the 
number  of  samples  is  accoimted  for  in  that  the  majorilgr  of  sanples  shown 
last  year  were  taken  at  schools,  and  no  such  returns  are  shown  this  year® 

Food  &  Drugs  Acta  1955o 

Noo  of  “deal^s®  subject  to  registration  by  the 
District  Council  under  regulation  14  of  the  liilk 

(%)ecial  Desi^iations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949  _  2 

NOo  of  ‘dealers®  subject  to  licensing  under 
regulation  14  of  the  Milk  (l^eedal  Designations) 

(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised.  M,llk)  Regulations  1949  2 

NOo  of  “dairies®  in  the  dls‘b:"ict  subject  to 
registration  under  regulation  8  of  the  Milk 

and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  Nil 

Noo  of  “distributors®  subject  to  registration  ppider 

regulation  8  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  2 

SampleSo 


Noo  of  samples  of  milk  taken  and  submitted  for  axamdnation  during 
the  years  •= 


Tuberculin  Tested 


Passedo  Failedo  Total » 

4  *=  4 


Pasteurised 


12 


12 


Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949  °  Regulation  20, 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  dtiring  the  year* 

Other  Food  Premises, 

The  nuoatoer  of  food  prerdses  in  the  area,  by  type  of  b\isiness;<» 


Hotels,  restaurants,  cafes  and 


Canteens  =  School  and  workplace 

C<aifectioners 

Meat  and  Pish 

8 

G-rocers 

7 

Mixed  Stores 

7 

Boarding  Schools  and  other 
residential  institutions 

2 

Pood  factories 

Nil 

Stalls 

Other 


Nil 

- - .34, 


NOa  of  ab0\re  suibject  to  registration  under  Section  16  of  the 
Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  respect  of  = 

lo^creaflfi  17 

Sausages  &  pr^ared  meats  7 
Pish  and  Chips 


8  ^ 


Noo  of  samples  of  ice-cream  submitted  for  Methylene  Blue  Test 


Nil 


No.  of  premises  injected  during  the  year  _ _  68 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out _ II9 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  -  1956. 

A  nimiber  of  improved  conditions  have  been  brought  about  at  clubs  and 
canteens  as  a  result  of  propcganda  put  out  -with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
1955.  There  are,  however,  a  number  of  such  clubs  who  have  yet  to  carry  out 
inprovements,  but  taken  all  rotoid  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises  in 
the  town  is  of  reasonable  standard.  No  certificates  of  exenption  have  been 
issued  imder  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment  Etc)  Regiilations  1947  1952. 

All  ice-cream  sold  in  the  Borough  is  s\pplied  pre-=packed  and  none  is 
manufactured  locallyc 

Byelaws  in  respect  of  Handling  aixd  Wrapping  of  Food  Etc. 

Such  Byelaws  are  operative  within  the  Borough. 

Food  Inspection. 

Slaijghterhouses.  There  is  only  one  licensed  sla\aghterhouse  in  the 
Borough. 

Lit tiedown  Abb at to ir.  Considerable  structural  inprovements  were 
conpleted  during  the  year  to  satisfy  the  standards  required  under 
slaughterhouse  Byelaws  and  to  enable  the  expiring  licence  to  be  renewed* 

The  works  carried  out  included  improved  facilities  for  lairage,  manure 
and  offal  di^osal,  sanitary  accommodation,  cloakroom,  a  hot  water  svpply 
and  sterilisation  facilities.  Satisfactory  drainage  arrangements  were 
made  by  connection  to  the  Comcil's  sewer. 

Slaughter ing .  The  nimaber  of  animals  slaughtered  dinring  the  year  showed 
a  slight  overall  increase,  chicly  in  the  number  of  calves  killed,  although 
there  were  signs  of  a  considerable  increase  at  the  end  of  the  year  due  to  the 
prolonged  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  disease  in  the  area.  A  total  of  3,190 
animals  of  all  classes  were  killed,  an  increase  of  206  over  1956,  repres¬ 
enting  6.956.  This  increase  of  206  comprises  a  fluctuation  as  follows?- 


Cattle  = 

8 

(3<.1%)o 

Calves  -  + 

231 

(8.956)0 

Sheep  -  - 

5 

(6.^0). 

Pigs 

28 

(53c 9%) 0 

The  incidence  of  diseased  conditions  other  than  tuberculosis  remained 
proportionately  the  same  for  all  classes  of  animals,  with  cows  carrying  by 
far  the  highest  percentage*  The  tuberculosis  figures  show  a  very  slight 
increase  but  still  remain  at  a  comparatively  low  figure*  The  declaration  of 
a  Tubercxilosis  Eradication  Area  Scheme  in  1958  is  likely  to  show  a  fairly 
high  increase  in  these  figures  initially,  as  more  reactors  are  likely  to  be 
sent  to  the  Abbattoir  for  slaughter.  The  percentage  of  Cysticercosis  Bovis 
cases  is  also  very  low,  being  0*^  of  all  cattle  slaughtered. 

The  quantities  of  meat  ccndeinned  for  major  and  minor  diseased  conditions 
is  as  follows I- 


Beef 

0  0 

6,563  Ib. 

Beef  Offal 

0  0 

1,477  lb. 

Veal 

0  0 

715  lb. 

Calf  Offal 

0  0 

126  lb. 

Mutton 

0  0 

7  lb. 

Sheep  Offal 

0  0 

22  lb. 

Pork 

0  0 

20  ^b, 

Pig  Offal 

0  0 

9  Ife 

Total 

8,939  lb. 

-  9  - 


It  will  be  noted  that  this  shows  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the 
total  weight  condamed  and  an  increase  in  almost  every  class  of  meat„ 

Althoiigh  the  incidaice  of  disease  remains  basically  xjnchangeds  more  carcases 
have  been  condensed  for  generalised  conditions  than  in  1956,  and  the  total 
weight  has  therefore  increased  as  much  as  1 2806^0,  with  the  largest  increases 
in  the  quantity  of  beef  and  vealo  The  chief  reason  for  this  has  been  the 
increased  number  of  casualty  animals  sent  to  the  abattcfe  for  slaughter,  whoi, 
in  a  considerable  number  of  cases,  the  animals  should  have  been  sent  direct 
to  a  knackers  yardo 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  ajui  Condemnedc 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Co-ws 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

213 

49 

2,835 

69 

24 

Number  injected 

213 

49 

2,835 

69 

24 

All  diseases  excess t 

Tulierculosis  arid 
Gystioercis 

Whole  carcases 
condeimad 

2 

5 

12 

C=3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
•was  ccnderaned 

29 

14 

13 

4 

4 

Percentage  of  ■&© 
number  inspected 
affected  -with 
disease  ©"ttier 
than  tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

14*6 

38,8 

0„9 

5.8 

16,7 

TuOjerculosis  onlvs 

Whole  carcases 
condomed 

1 

2 

ca 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
■was  condensied 

2 

4 

1, 

CD 

Percai.'tage  of  -the 
number  inspected 
affected  ■with 
tuberculosis 

1o4 

80  2 

O0I 

<= 

0 

Cysticereo  si ss 

Carcases  of  ■which 
sane  part  cr  organ 
■was  conderaned 

Carcases  submitted 
to -treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

CD 

Generalised  and 

Totally  condanned 

1 

- 

CD 

=> 
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Butchers’  Shops  and  Other  Premises  . 


Only  a  small  quantity  of  iuported  meat  was  condemned  at  butchers  shops 
for  bone  taint,  but  the  quantity  of  tinned  goods  condemned  at  grocers  shops 
shows  a  considerable  increase  in  all  commodities  over  that  for  l95^o  3n 
i^ite  of  these  increases,  however,  the  overall  percentage  increase  is  not 
so  remarkable  when  it  is  coc^jared  with  the  vast  quantities  in  the  annual 
turnover  of  these  shops  in  all  the  tinned  goods  handled  by  themo 


Inported  Beef 

70 

lb. 

Tinned  Meat 

141 

lb. 

Tinned  Fruit 

500 

lb. 

Tinned  Vegetables 

50 

lb. 

Tinned  Fish 

16 

lb. 

Tinned  Milk 

27 

lb. 

Total  604  lb. 


Total  of  all  foodstuffs  condemned  9,543  Ho 
Disposal  of  Condemned  Food, 

The  system  of  voluntary  surrender  by  arrangement  with  proprietors  of 
food  shops  in  the  town  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily*  Ccaidomaticm 
certificates  are  issued  to  the  shops,  principally,  on  their  part,  to  maice 
claims  on  the  food  factors  for  the  r^lacemant  of  msound  food,  and  such 
tinned  foods  caad®iaied  are  ©olleeted  with  the  weekly  refxise  and  di^osed 
of  by  the  Coiancil  at  their  Refuse  Tip*  Foodst\jffs  olher  than  canned  goods 
are  made  sublet  to  i^ecial  collections  at  the  time  of  condesmation  and 
di^osed  of  in  similar  fashion,  so  as  not  to  allow  the  tjnsotand  food  to 
remain  on  the  premises  for  any  length  of  timeo 

With  the  infection  of  meat  now  carried  out  at  the  abattoir,  no  large 
(jiantities  are  condemned  at  butchers  shops,  apart  from  very  occasional 
quantities  of  bone  taint  in  imported  meat  during  the  summer  monthSo  In 
such  cases,  arrangements  can  be  made  for  collection  and  delivery  to  a  local 
glue  factory  or  direct  to  hamt  kainels  for  dog  meat* 

Basement  Bakehouses, 

There  is  one  basement  bakehouse  in  the  town  which  is  licensed  for  use 
under  the  Factories  Act  1937  iti  so  far  sls  the  premises  are  considered 
sxiitable  for  the  piurpose  for  which  they  are  used. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INaPBlTICgJS  (INCLUDING  HOUSING)  CARRIED  OUT. 


Total  No,  of  inspections  (under  all  headings)  _ _ 3,079 

Total  No.  of  informal  notices  served  _ _  225 

Total  No,  of  informal  notices  conplied  with  205 

Total  No,  of  statutory  notices  served  Nil 

Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  conplied  with  Nil 

No,  of  prosecutions  _ _  Nil 


E.  NOTIFIAHLE  DISEASEo 

Other  than  Tuberculosis 


Disease 


Total  Cases  Notified 


Tubercxilosis 


Pneumonia  3 

Pol iomyel iti s  (Paralytic )  2 

Measles  1 

New  Cases  Notified 
ReiopiratCT^.  Non,  Respiratory. 

1  1 
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NOEL  F,  PEARSCN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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